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LSAC Minutes for Tuesday, October 18, 2022
Members Present: Chair Mary Lee, Vice-Chair Gene Meneray, Darden Gladney, Brook Hanemann, Ron Rona, Claire Schultz, Richard Williams, Kristin Sanders (ex-officio),

Absent:  Sean Ardoin, Margie Camardelle, Connie Castille, Jonathan Foret, Nydia Freedman, Dirk Guidry, Kelsea McCrary, Henry Price, Olivia Regard, Ed “Tiger” Verdin, Christian Vigé, 
OCD Staff Present: Erica Anderson, April Baham, Carrie Broussard, Scott Finch, Susannah Johannsen, Leea Russell, Francesca Vega


I. Call to Order and Welcome
Meeting was called to order at 11:10 AM by Chair Mary Lee. 
II. Pledge of Allegiance
III. Roll Call
IV. Welcome 
Ms. Nicole Suhre, Executive St. Tammany Hospital Foundation welcomed everyone to Covington and the St. Tammany Hospital.  

V. Approval of Minutes
Meeting attendees did not meet quorum.  July Board meeting minutes were not approved
VI. Reports – 
Chair Report by Mary Lee – Chair Lee reminded everyone that the St. Tammany Parish President’s Arts Awards were coming up as was the 3 Rivers Arts Festival. 
Assistant Secretary Report by Kristin Sanders.  Assistant Secretary Sanders reported that a Memorandum of Understanding was forthcoming with New Brunswick, Canada to create an accord for arts and culture collaborations between Louisiana and the New Brunswick Province. New Brunswick is the only Provinces in Canada where French and English are the official languages.  New Brunswick was the original home of our Louisiana Acadians. 
Deputy Assistant Secretary Report by Carrie Broussard.  Deputy Assistant Secretary Broussard reported that several current member’s terms were due to expire over the next couple of months and she would reach out to them individually to talk about renewing their terms or rolling off the board.   
Executive Director Report by Susannah Johansen. Mrs. Johannsen reported that with the exception of a few organizations, all of the American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds had been deployed. LDOA staff were working to assist the last couple of organizations with paper work and technical assistance to ensure that they received their allotments.  The Regional Arts Councils will receive some additional ARP funds due to an accounting error.  Mrs. Johannsen will be requesting an extension from the National Endowment of the Arts to extend the deployment of funds past the December 30, 2022 deadline.  She also reported that the State Arts Council’s By-Laws were still under review and hope to have them finalized and ready for to be voted on at the January meeting.  She mentioned that the LDOA will begin the process of creating a new strategic plan and that there will be meetings all over the state.  She extended an invitation for all LSAC members to attend the meetings.  
NASAA Report by Gene Meneray. Mr. Meneray reported that he attended NASAA’s national conference along with Mrs. Johannsen and Ms. Maida Owens.  The conference was well attended and had insightful sessions and engaging participants.  
Louisiana Division of the Arts Staff provided programmatic updates for Percent for the Arts, Louisiana Project grants, and Cultural Districts. Mrs. Leea Russell was introduced as the new Arts in Education and Accessibility Director at the beginning of the meeting.  
VII. Public Comment
None 


VIII.  Meeting Adjournment
Mr. Gladney motioned to adjourn the meeting, Mrs. Hanemann seconded. Motion carried 7-0 Meeting adjourned at 12:51 pm.  
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